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ABSTRACT

This paper seeks to examine the nature of the reference sources as
they relate, particularly, to & Unwversity Library System using the Rivers
State University of Science Technoiogy, Port Harcourt to illustrate. The
purpose is to marry this nature of sources and services with some
identifiable “compromusing qualities reminiscent of a good reference
librarian™ . The paper also provides pointers lo how best 1o lrain the
twenly-first century reference librarian to serve their clients better In
the couse of the study it was chserved that the library.s2hools where
the librarians are trained might be lacking in the inclusion of some
interpersonal and mora: courses in therr curricwla. Based on these
observations and the siudy of the relvant lierature it 1s recommend
that ibrary schools consider the inciusion of psychology and sociology
courses in their fulure curricwa

INTRODUCTION

The librarianship profession today is one of the most dynamic as it 1s
constantly challenged by the vanous source of information increasingly
associated with the technological advances in information ana
communication technologies. Librarians in general and the Reference
Librarian in particular, have to keep abreast of these changes if thay
have to remain relavant in the proifession. Evidence has shown that
mos! library users come to the library already familiar with one new
source of information and service or the other because of the popularity
of the computer and its related gadgets already in use in homes. In
other words, the library clientele today 1s more aware than in the past,
of current information and sources and services. To keep pace with this
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